
	  

	  

December 5, 2013 
Are They Listening? Will They Hear?  

Below is the information to inform you about the meeting the US Dept Of Justice is 
holding with regards to violence in the home, violence on Native American Children.  

At the bottom, I will put the link where you can sign up to attend, and to submit a 
written statement of your own.  

Typically, in the dead of winter here, this event is being held at a distance and at a 
time that is going to be difficult for those most affected by the issues they are 
discussing, to attend.   

Further, it comes out, not in the front page of any media nor on the local TV Stations, 
AFTER it is too late for you to sign up to give a spoken statement to the assembled.  

They do this because they don’t want those most affected to actually show up. They 
do this because they want it to be mostly a dance of the political sort where terms are 
tossed around amongst the suits and pearls, mostly those who already know each 
other, and it can then be said “They tried”.  

My advice? Go. Go and take as many people as you can with you. Show up and 
make them actually look at your Indian Faces.  Non-Indians who have been following 
this should also show up and make it known to those on the dais that YOU also are 
watching and listening and are VERY interested in exactly what their plan is for the 
interim between this event and October 2014 when they plan to tell us all what they 
conclude on it.  

What, in the meantime, are these children who are forced to live with pedophiles, 
abusers and registered sex offenders, supposed to do? Ask them if they have any 
sense of ‘urgency’ over the epidemic of child rape, abuse and corruption involved at 
every level from Tribal Social Services on up to the Governor’s Office and throughout 
the BIA and HHS, IHS, and the USAG Office in ND. Ask them if they have any sense 
of urgency about any of this.  

Ask Heidi Heitkamp why she has not discussed any of the Mandated Reports issued 
by Thomas Sullivan, with Mr. Sullivan.  Ask WHY ALL 13 of the Mandated Reports 
have been ignored. You can confirm they have been ignored because none of the 
protocols for follow-up/investigation have been followed.  Ask, why not?  

Ask them why this was not publicized more widely and more timely.  

Go. Have good manners. Make this work for you.  

Take notes. Take pictures. Tell me what you learn.  

 

Link to the FORM: http://jotform.us/form/33186057151148 
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PUBLIC HEARING 

U.S. Department of Justice officials will meet in Bismarck to hold a public hearing on 
the impact of being exposed to violence on Native American children. 
  
The Advisory Committee of the Attorney General's Task Force on American Indian 
and Alaska Native Children Exposed to Violence will hold its first meeting at 8:15 
a.m. Monday at the Best Western Ramkota Hotel, 800 S.Third St. 
  
Attorney General Eric Holder announced in November the formation of a task force 
to deal with the issues facing Native American children exposed to violence. The 
task force is made up of a federal working group — which includes officials with the 
Department of Justice, the Department of Interior, and the Department of Health and 
Human Services — and an advisory committee of experts in the field. 
  
The advisory committee is chaired by former Sen. Byron Dorgan, D-N.D., and 
Joanne Shenandoah, Iroquois, composer and musical artist. Other members of the 
advisory committee include practitioners, child and family advocates, academic 
experts, and licensed clinicians. 
  
The advisory committee plans to submit a report to the attorney general by Oct. 31, 
2014. 
  
The Monday hearing in Bismarck is one of four such hearings planned for the 
advisory committee. Others will be in Phoenix, Fort Lauderdale, Fla., and 
Anchorage, Alaska. The theme of the Bismarck hearing is “American Indian Children 
Exposed to Violence in the Home.” 
  
The topics to be discussed include domestic violence, sexual abuse and programs 
for children exposed to violence in the home. Sen. Heidi Heitkamp, D-N.D., is slated 
to speak during introductions. 
  

The hearings are open to the public. While the deadline has passed to request 
providing oral testimony to the committee, written testimony on the topic still can be 
submitted at http://jotform.us/form/33186057151148. Public testimony is scheduled to 
begin at 4:15 p.m. 

You know where to find me.  

~Cat 


